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Walls of_ Hollow Terra-(.‘:otta Blocks. Exterior bearing walls of hollow terra-
: cotta block are now permitted by the majority of Building Codes but they

are geaerally limited to four stories or about 40 ft in heig

sould be from 81into 12 in thick, depending upon their heigelllih;r;d ’ll(‘)l;fiswlaz.llilg
in cement mortar, with each tile extending through the wall. The New 'York
Building Law of 1926 specifies hollow block walls of residences olltside the
ire limits to have a thickness of not less than 8 in for the uppermost 20 ft
10 in for the next lower 10 ft, and 12 in for the next lower 10 ft. The tilt;
should be hard burned and dense so as to be impervious to moisture, or if of
semi-porous quality should be veneered on the outside with brick or stone
or covered with at least 34 in of cement stucco. The building codes do not
generally permit party walls to be of hollow clay tile or blocks.

The use of both hollow terra-cotta and hollow concrete blocks has greatly
increased of late years, especially for residences, garages and light manufac-
t:;"ing and retail store buildings. Many special shapes have been patented
223 put on the market which have various advantages as to bonding, insula-
uon, strength, or ease of fitting and laying. Setting the blocks with the hol-
low 3paces or cells horizontal is called siDE coNsTRUCTION, and with the cells
'-'em.cal, END CONSTRUCTION. End construction is considered as capable of
bearing greater loads, but this advantage is offset in side construction by the

tter bed presented for the horizontal mortar-joints and greater ease in lay-
1g. _Specia] tiles are required for sills and window-jambs and, in side con-
Struction, for corners also, so that the ends of the cells will not be exposed.

thp“ty Walls. There is much diversity in building regulations regarding

e thickness of party walls, although they all agree in that such walls should
never be less than 12 in thick. About one-half of the laws require that party
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be either SIDE or END-CON- 4

e nding upon whether the cells .,

i \-i:{f:t]allygor vertically. The selec- & 11139.' Back-up H,
. m;thod of con.struction depends upon ok, Two Cel
arative efficiencies of the two t){pe.s. It is claimed by some th;
" raL cell or SIDE-CONSTRUCTION will insure dry walls, owing to th

1 moisture when condensed VYIH not run down through the ve

" ad accumulate at the floor-line, and better and easier constry
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