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7.10.7 Internally Illuminated Signs.

7.10.7.1 Listing. Internally illuminated signs shall be listed
in accordance with UL 924, Standard for Emergency Light-
ing and Power Equipment, unless they meet one of the
following criteria:

(1) They are approved existing signs.

(2) They are existing signs having the required wording in
legible letters not less than 4 in. (100 mm) high.

(3) They are signs that are in accordance with 7.10.1.3 and
7.10.1.6.

Internally illuminated signs must be laboratory
tested and listed in accordance with UL 924, Standard
. fgr Safety Emergency Lighting and Power Equipment. Re-
liance is placed on the laboratory having conducted
acomprehensive examination. By relying on the labo-
ratory listing, the Code does not need to address the
detailed criteria that it requires of externally illumi-
ated signs, which are not required to be listed.

7.10.7.2* Photoluminescent Signs. The face of a photolu-
minescent sign shall be continually illuminated while the
huilding is occupied. The illumination levels on the face of
the photoluminescent sign shall be in accordance with its
listing. The charging illumination shall be a reliable light
source as determined by the authority having jurisdiction.
The charging light source shall be of a type specified in the
product markings,

47.10.7.2 Photoluminescent signs need a specific mini-
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Sign is charged for emergency operation and legibility in
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Mple, UV) that might affect the ability of some photolu-
S¢ent signs to charge and might also affect the amount
ht output available during emergency mode. This type
MEN would not be suitable where the illumination levels
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~ Connected to automatic timers, because continuous
Nation of the sign is needed; otherwise, the sign illumi-
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The requirements of 7.10.7.2 for photoluminescent
signs were new to the 2000 edition of the Code. Note
that these requirements are contained as a subset of
the internally illuminated sign requirements of 7.10.7.
A photoluminescent sign is an internally illuminated
sign. Photoluminescent exit signs are permitted, pro-
vided that they are listed in accordance with UL 924,
Standard for Safety Emergency Lighting and Power Equip-
ment, and meet the criteria of 7.10.7.2. The criteria of
7.10.7.2 are meant to highlight some of the special
considerations needed to use photoluminescent exit
signs effectively for life safety.

7.10.8 Special Signs.

7.10.8.1 Sign Illumination.

7.10.8.1.1 Where required by other provisions of this Code,
special signs shall be illuminated in accordance with 7.10.5,
7.10.6.3, and 7.10.7.

7.10.8.1.2 Where emergency lighting facilities are required
by the applicable provisions of Chapter 12 through Chapter
42, the required illumination of special signs shall addition-
ally be provided under emergency lighting conditions.

7.10.8.2 Characters. Special signs, where required by
other provisions of this Code, shall comply with the visual
character requirements of ICC/ANSI A117.1, American Na-

tional Standard for Accessible and Usable Buildings and
Facilities.

7.10.8.3* No Exit.

A.7.10.8.3 The likelihood of occupants mistaking passage-
ways or stairways that lead to dead-end spaces for exit doors
and becoming trapped governs the need for exit signs. Thus,
such areas should be marked with a sign that reads as follows:

NO EXIT

Supplementary identification indicating the character of
the area, such as TO BASEMENT, STOREROOM, LINEN
CLOSET, or the like, is permitted to be provided.

7.10.8.3.1 Any door, passage, or stairway that is neither an
exit nor a way of exit access and that is located or arranged
so that it is likely to be mistaken for an exit shall be identified
by a sign that reads as follows:

NO

EXIT

7.10.8.3.2 The NO EXIT sign shall have the word NO in
letters 2 in. (51 mm) high, with a stroke width of % in.
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